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consciously the heirs of its history and connected
with a past which is remembered. No Trans-
cendental Ego could do more to support the process
of experience than is achieved by 'a stream of
consciousness which carries its own past along.'
Here, then, is the straight way James desiderated,
a critical philosophy which goes, not * through'
the complexities of Kantism, but leaves them on
one side as superfluous * curios.'

But there remains an even more important
deduction from the new psychology. Hume had
been convicted of error in selecting those elements
of the flux which served his purpose and neglecting
the rest. But this mistake might reveal the
important fact that all analysis was a choice, and
inspired by volitions. A mind that analyses cannot
but be active in handling its experience. It manip-
ulates it to serve its ends. It emphasizes only
those portions of the flux which seem to it impor-
tant. In a better and fairer analysis than Hume's
these features will persist. It, too, would be a
product of selection, of a selection depending on
its maker's preferences. As James showed, the
distinction between * dreams' and s realities/
between 'things5 and * illusions,5 results only
from the differential values we attach to the parts
of the flux according as they seem important or
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